HIST 312 – Roman Civilization
COURSE SYLLABUS

CRN: 3508
Instructor: Dr. David Miano




Lecture Times: MWF 12:20-1:15 pm

Email: drmiano@sandiego.edu




Room: KIPJ 219
Office: KIPJ 283





Office Hours: Fri 11:10 am-12:10 pm
Course Description: This class explores the emergence and development of Roman civilization from the foundation of the city of Rome to the legalization of Christian worship under the emperor Constantine. Students use the works of ancient Roman poets, historians, and thinkers together with art and archaeology to investigate Roman culture and society, as well as the origin and development of republican government, imperialism, technological innovations, and literary and visual arts. Topics include the roles of women and slaves, Roman religion, imperialism and resistance on Rome’s borders, and the use of art as political propaganda.
Course Objectives: Students will acquire an historical perspective, permitting them to identify the personal and cultural values that shape decisions in public, professional, and private lives, both in the past and present. They will develop an awareness of the complexity of cultural change. They will learn the geography of the Roman world. They will be introduced to the wide variety of tools, methods, and data that are available for conducting historical research. They will learn to interpret literary, historical, and philosophical texts and to conduct independent critical assessment of documents and ideas. 
Texts: The Historians of Ancient Rome, 3rd ed. (R. Mellor, ed.; Routledge, 2012); Cicero, On Obligations (Oxford World Classics, 2001); Marcus Aurelius, Meditations (Modern Library, 2003). 
Course Requirements: The formal requirements of the course include regular attendance at class-meetings, completion of assigned reading, three historical vocabulary tests (9/24, 10/8, 11/12), a formal paper (due 12/8), three source analyses (10/6, 11/10, 12/12), and a final examination (12/17).
Grade Breakdown: 
30%
historical vocabulary tests (10% each)
15%
source analyses (5% each)

25%
paper 

30%
final exam

Grades of papers handed in late will be lowered by 1/3 of a letter grade each day past the due date. Students will do well in the course only if they attend lectures faithfully and keep up with the reading assignments.

Attendance: Students will do well in the course only if they attend classes faithfully and keep up with the reading assignments. If you miss a class, make arrangements with a classmate to keep you informed about what you missed. I do not give my own notes to students. Excused absences for medical reasons require a note from the University Health Services indicating that the student has been sick. Each unexcused absence will result in the deduction of 2 percentage points from the student’s final grade. The instructor reserves the right also to deduct 2 percentage points (per infraction) from a student’s final grade if during class the student is found talking on a cell phone, text messaging, surfing the web, falling asleep, passing notes, etc.   

Grade of Incomplete:

The grade of Incomplete (“I”) may be recorded to indicate (1) that the requirements of a course have been substantially completed but, for a legitimate reason, a small fraction of the work remains to be completed, and, (2) that the record of the student in the course justifies the expectation that he or she will complete the work and obtain the passing grade by the deadline. It is the student’s responsibility to explain to the instructor the reasons for non-completion of work and to request an incomplete grade prior to the posting of final grades. Students who receive a grade of incomplete must submit all missing work no later than the end of the tenth week of the next regular semester; otherwise the “I” grade will become a permanent “F.”

A Petition for a grade of incomplete must accompany all requests for an incomplete at the end of the course term. Criteria for changing a grade of incomplete to a letter grade must be negotiated with the instructor before the final class. The criteria must be outlined on the signed Incomplete Request Form. A completed form with both the instructor and student signature must be turned in by the last session of the class. Without a student signed form the registrar requires assignment of a grade of F. A student must complete an incomplete by the 10th week of the next session or a grade of F is permanently calculated in the overall grade point average. Any attempts to complete an incomplete after the 10-week deadline requires the approval of the Associate Dean of the School of Education.

Academic Integrity: 

The complete plagiarism policy is available for your review at: http://www.sandiego.edu/associatedstudents/branches/vice_president/academics/honor_council/integrity_policy.php
All members of the University community share the responsibility for maintaining an environment of academic integrity since academic dishonesty is a threat to the University.

Acts of academic dishonesty include: a) unauthorized assistance on an examination; b) falsification or invention of data; c) unauthorized collaboration on an academic exercise; d) plagiarism; e) misappropriation of resource materials; f) any unauthorized access of an instructor’s files or computer account; or g) any other serious violation of academic integrity as established by the instructor.

It is the responsibility of the instructor to determine whether a violation has occurred. An act of academic dishonesty may be either a serious violation, or, if unintentional, an infraction (a non-serious violation of course rules). If the instructor determines that an infraction (as opposed to a serious violation) has occurred, the instructor can impose penalties that may include: a) reduction in grade; b) withdrawal from the course; c) requirement that all or part of the course be retaken; and d) a requirement that additional work be undertaken in connection with the course or exercise. Students may formally challenge the instructor’s determination of infraction (see below).

Instructors shall report all violations, whether, infractions or serious violations, both to the Dean’s office and the student using the Academic Integrity Violation Preliminary Worksheet. The Associate Dean will contact the student and ensure she or he is aware of the Academic Integrity policy. The Associate Dean will appoint a hearing committee only when: 1) the instructor reports that a serious violation occurred, or 2) the instructor reports that an infraction occurred and the student wishes to appeal the determination of infraction.

The hearing committee will include, in addition to the Associate Dean, a faculty member and two students from the School of Leadership and Education Sciences, and a faculty member from outside the School of Leadership and Education Sciences. If the hearing committee determines that a serious violation has occurred it also will determine sanctions to be applied which may include: a) expulsion from the University; b) suspension from the University for up to one year; c) a letter of censure; and d) imposition of a period of probation. If the hearing committee determines an infraction has occurred the penalty imposed by the faculty member will be upheld. If the hearing committee determines that no serious violation or infraction has occurred, it will request the instructor to take action consistent with that determination. If the hearing committee determines that expulsion is the appropriate sanction the student may appeal to the Provost.

Requests for Accommodation: Reasonable accommodations in accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act will be made for course participants with disabilities who require specific instructional and testing modifications. Students with such requirements must identify themselves to the University of San Diego Disability Services Office (619.260.4655) before the beginning of the course. Every effort will be made to accommodate students’ needs, however, performance standards for the course will not be modified in considering specific accommodations.

SOLES On-line Course Evaluation: Student evaluations in SOLES are collected via an on-line system that maintains student anonymity. SOLES uses these evaluations for continuous improvement of course content and instruction and as a component of its regular performance review of faculty members, so please take them seriously. Course evaluations are available to students in their MySanDiego accounts via the Active Registration link on the One-Stop Services tab. Your instructor will provide you with instructions on how to access the evaluations once they are activated near the scheduled conclusion of your course.

Sustainability: As higher education professionals, it is our responsibility to advance sustainable practices in our business operations and the education of our students.  In collaboration with the University-wide sustainability efforts, we are committed to developing sustainable practices. Copies of this syllabus will not be printed for distribution by the instructor and handouts will be avoided whenever possible. Recycling is always encouraged. 
Lecture Schedule





Reading Schedule

9/3
I. Sources for Roman History





9/5
II. Ancient Italy








9/8
III. Rome of the Kings




Mellor, 118-129
A. Kings and Magistrates




9/10

B. Regal Society




Mellor, 129-151
9/12
IV. The Early Republic




Mellor, 151-167

A. The Rise of the Republic





9/15

B. Rome and Italy in the 5th Century BCE

Mellor, 1-4



9/17

C. Fall of Veii and the Sack of Rome


9/19

D. Roman Institutions in the 4th Century BCE
Mellor, 30-49


9/22

E. The Conquest of Italy



Mellor, 10-30
9/24
III. Roman Domination of the Mediterranean







A. Development of the Roman Nobility


9/26

B. Wars with Carthage



Mellor, 185-200



1. First Punic War (264-241)




9/29, 10/1 

2. Second Punic War (218-201)

Mellor, 200-210



10/3

C. Administration of an Empire


Mellor, 210-221








Mellor, 233-241


10/6

D. Rome and Hellenism



Mellor, 4-6
10/8
IV. The Roman Revolutions and End of the Republic

Mellor, 478-490
10/10

A. The Pressures of Empire




10/13

B. Mid-Second Century Roman Politics


10/15

B. Marius




Plutarch, “Life of Sulla”*
10/17

C. Sulla 





On Obligations, Book 1


10/20

D. The Undoing of Sulla



On Obligations, Book 2
10/22

E. Pompey and Crassus



On Obligations, Book 3


10/27
 
D. Julius Caesar








1. The First Triumvirate



10/29


2. The Civil War

10/31


3. Caesar’s Dictatorship


Mellor, 104-109, 412-424


11/3

E. Social and Cultural Life in the Late Republic
Mellor, 255-262
11/5

F. The Rise of Octavian



Mellor, 424-447
1. Antony and Octavian

11/7


2. The Second Triumvirate


Mellor, 448-460


11/10


3. The Fall of Antony


Mellor, 306-325
11/12
V. The Early Empire




Mellor, 344-352


A. The Reign of Augustus




11/14

B. The Julio-Claudians



Mellor, 352-363


11/17

C. The Flavians




Mellor, 276-288
11/19

D. Imperial Culture



Mellor, 367-387
1. Public Entertainments

11/21


2. Women and the Family


Mellor, 502-516
3. Slavery



11/24

E. The Nervan-Antonines



Mellor, 544-560


12/1

F. Roman Paganism



Meditations, Books 1-3
12/3

G. The Severans




Meditations, Books 4-6
12/5

H. Upheaval in the Mid-Third Century CE

Meditations, Books 7-9


12/8

G. Aurelian, Diocletian, and the Tetrarchy

Meditations, Books 10-12
12/10
VI. The Christianization of the Empire


Mellor, 527-543


A. Constantine





12/12

B. The Emergence of Christendom


Mellor, 561-572


12/17  Final Examination  2-4 pm
*http://penelope.uchicago.edu/Thayer/E/Roman/Texts/Plutarch/Lives/Sulla*.html

Questions on the Readings for Weeks 1- 5 (due 10/6)
1. What good does Livy hope will result from the reading of his history?

2. What qualities in individuals, both men and women, are presented as admirable by Livy and why? Conversely, what qualities are presented as harmful and why?

3. What is the role of religion in the founding and strengthening of the state? 

4. What is the role of war, and peace? 

5. What attitudes toward foreign customs and religion are expressed? 

6. How does Livy use rape stories (Lucretia and Verginia) to make political points?

7. How does Livy portray the Gauls? 

8. Polybius said that Rome had a mixed constitution, joining features of kingship, aristocracy, and democracy. Explain briefly what he means by that. 

9. What is the historian’s duty, according to Polybius?

10. According to Polybius, what was the cause of the Second Punic War?

11. What are the differences between Livy’s and Polybius’ description of the same events? 

Source Analysis Assignment #2

Questions on the Readings for Weeks 6-10 (due 11/10)
1. What moral lessons does Livy attempt to draw from events associated with the Second Punic War? 

2. What does Livy’s narrative about the Oppian Law tell you about the Roman view of women?

3. What does Appian’s narrative about the Gracchi tell you about the author’s views of the causes for which these two brothers fought?

4. How would you characterize Plutarch’s style of writing? 

5. How much respect would you say Plutarch has for Sulla? Why?

6. The focus of On Obligations is on cases where there appear to be conflicts between right (what is honorable) and advantage (what is useful).  As Cicero sets out his topic, he discusses “apparent” usefulness.  What does he mean by this?

7. What lesson does Cicero convey by discussing people taking part in a race?

8. According to Cicero, were Regulus’ actions both right and advantageous?

9. In Caesar’s description of the Gauls and Germans, what sorts of things does he respect about these people, and what things does he look down on?

10. To what degree did Augustus restore the Republic, as stated at the end of his Res gestae?

11. What were the two arrangements Augustus made for settling or defining his position? Why was the first not sufficient? What did it mean to be Princeps?

Source Analysis Assignment #3

Questions on the Readings for Weeks 11-15 (due 12/12)
1. According to what you read in Tacitus, was the survival of the principate inevitable? How did Augustus’ heirs legitimize their power?

2. What kind of relationship did Claudius have with his wives? 

3. In Tacitus’ presentation of Nero and his mother, Agrippina the Younger, who do you feel deserves understanding? Either or only one, or none?
4. Towards whom is Josephus more favorable—the Romans or the Jews?

5. According to Cassius Dio, why did Trajan see himself as another Alexander? 

6. According to the anonymous biographer, what made Hadrian so great? 

7. Would you say Marcus Aurelius has a positive or negative outlook on life? Why do you so answer?

8. What biases does Eusebius show in his Life of Constantine? 

9. What significance does Eusebius put on the reign of Constantine?

10. Describe the difference between Eusebius’ and Ammianus’ approach to history.

